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Nr. Charles L. Schultze 
Director 
Zureau of the Zudget 

Dear Charlie: 

Your \l 	of Nhrch 	196 0  sUggests a review of corttin 
factoro in the 10I, program and a peetible reappraisal of the or 
decision fora manned system. As yOn know the pro,r-am is now -proceed-
LIZ along e dual dovologoout uPproaCh !which has the advantage of 
ultimatel,y permitting, on a mission selection basis, either a manned 
or an unmanned medo of operation. Our stuMes to date indicate that 
the unmanned version vitt ultioatelY approach  the 	grawaa rcsolu. 
Lion range of the monned version. It is important to note, however, 
that men serves a 4:eminent role, in the on'orbit development process 
to achieve the high quality capability. 13y proceeding along this 
route, we believe we eanbuild t oystemwhieh will be close to optimum 
in each node, retaining the benefits cosigned to cosh. 

Although we ultimately expect high performance in the unmanned 
version, to proceed unmanned from the ::art veula certainly lower our 
confidence in the time and reliability with which we hvx to achieve 
the desires: performange. These considerations are still va21d, as 
they were last summer. 	now better wuderstend.the techniques and 
inventions that must be developer; to achieve anHutmanned capability. 
As a result, we can sake more Meaningful estimates of the *este required 
to go the wholly unmanned route. This effort is 14-process end ehould 
be complete in about two mouths. At that time We will be able to 
evaluate the wholly wrrmanned approach em?  compare it with the present 
option of retaitingmaninthe development prOcess sad subsequent 
operations. 

Sincerely, 

14:v.114/4/25 Mar 66 
COORDINATION: 
Dr. Finn Larsen 
Dr. Alexander Flax 
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