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Dear Red, 

As you kracw, in 1903 the .Sccrotary of Defence direted 
the Mx For ea tOtindtrazta,,e.4 a study a a possible weaned orbital... 
lzioratory MO and of unitary and of 	er,perizuenta that 
mi.eo.. be coodut.ted in such a laboratory. Durins calendar 1964 
a wide variety of 'experiz,ents were examined, many of then by 

contractors. Soma Air Force funds were reproaremend 
to the .V.O, eau! cmparative sta:des of traaned And Unmanned 
syster..‘s for hi& resolution optical reconnaisianceluere con* 
(17.2tted under the aezis of the W.O. The code rome 	in 
the. DYEZ.'..1.11 systole, was established for these latter 'activities. 

Late in 191i4, drawinz on the results of these studies, 
the Secretary of Defense chaugod the priority of objectiVcs for 
the pLetnning of the HOL, placing e.nebasis on the development of 
techoolos-y contributing to improved military-  observational 
capability for manned or umanned opdrations  and encouraging 
consideration of interrsediste steps toward operational systems. 
The Secretary re:vested that a program be plazuled.mod submitted 
for US consideration &mina may. 	 s1' 

For the past five mouths work has use fermerd toward 
these sore specific objectives, under the personal,direction 
,of the Under Secretary of the ir Force. gvisa studies have 
been continuod by the IMO under rtift.1.11i classification, using, 
fun,do reprocratued from the Air .For& o. 

t123 infOravd that frout.this Worti, A fairly specific 
pro:;ram hes [20V evolved for the development of a capal:!ility for 
very high resolution optical reconnaissanc4.1. Vatails of this 
prop,osad 1Arcisrama have been briefed to Harold Drown, and at his 
-..:70cro=ene'etion, • to. to Romig an the Pa,nel arca Reconnaissance 
of the President's Science Advisory Conts.ittes.' . formal 
ress3ntation. to the Zeeretary of Defense, is under pr.aparation. 

. 	- 
Even in advance of formal submission Of this program, I 

would like to bc sure that you have had a chance to see the 
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Rime; of pro ,ram that has evolved, and be informed about the 
capabilities that it. promises. I would like to be better 
11;1-ozocd myzelf, aud 1 have asked Drock NeRillan to try to 
arrange an hour's briefing for both of us. 	trust that it 
will DC possible to hear, this soon. 

• 

Cyrus.R.1/ancts, 

Vico AZIairal :41,11.1.ars $. nabora,; USN (Rut
. 

Central Intelligence Agent: 
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